SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
'wrecking* trials are simply the only alternative remedy
for what we should call ordinary inefficiency. Under
capitalism you go broke and everyone is thrown on the
streets to eat grass. Under collectivism you have the
ballyhoo of treason trials, and so on. I think I must
write a blurb for the Economist on this wonderful
theory. They'd lap it up, don't you think?"
In the lounge a titled member of the English trade
union movement was discussing the plugs in Soviet
hotel wash-basins, his favourite topic.
ccl assure you that from one end of the country to the
other there is not a single basin plug. They tell you it's
because they think it's more hygienic to wash in
running water, but I strongly suspect that the real
reason is sheer inefficiency in the famous five-year
plan. The commissar in charge of wash-basins simply
forgot to think of plugs, so the defect has to be
explained by all this propaganda about hygiene and
running water. That's my strong suspicion, anyway.
Then again, there's no freedom of criticism in Russia at
all. Of course they'll tell you they are as free as our-
selves, but in fact they have only the most childish
notions about oxir freedom, or about democracy either."
Sniggers and murmurs of assent all round.
In another comer of the lounge two men argued.
One, a suave, beautifully dressed and groomed
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